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October  31,  19  72 


The  Honorable  Forrest  H.  Anderson 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Montana 
State  Capitol  Building 
Helena,  Montana 

Dear  Governor  Anderson: 

In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  Section  82-4002, 
R.C.M. ,  1947,  there  is  herewith  transmitted  to  you  the 
report  of  the  Montana  State  Electrical  Board,  covering 
the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1972. 

Major  Accomplishments: 

Continued  reduction  of  square  mile  area  in  inspection 
districts. 

Enforcement  of  electrical  code  and  licensing  provisions. 
Recommendation : 

Combine  licensing  and  inspection  in  same  Department. 
Respectfully  submitted, 


JVH:mlc 
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BOARD  MEMBERS 


Name  and  Term 

BRUNELL,  Donald  H.  (Reappointed) 
7-1-69  to  6-30-72 

HILLEY,  Benjamin  W. 
7-1-70  to  6-30-73 
(Resigned  2-10-72) 

PALMQUIST,  E.  E. 

7-1-71  to  6-30-74 
(Resigned  4-5-72) 

McCARVEL,  Francis  J. 
4-5-72  to  6-30-73 
(Replace  Mr.  Hilley) 


Home  Address 


725  W.  Daly,  Walkerville 


1713  10th  Ave.  S.,  Great  Falls 


420  N.  Main,  Helena 


1111  S.  Pearson,  Glendive 


ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICERS 

John  V.  Hale  Director 
Mary  Lou  Crawford  Secretary 


ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICE 

Rooms  16-17 
Lalonde  Building 
Helena 


INSPECTION  DISTRICTS 


#1  Kalispell 

#1A  Missoula 

#2  Choteau 

#3  Glasgow 


#  4  Butte 

#4A  Hamilton 

#5  Manhattan 

#5A  Helena 


#6  Billings 
#7       Miles  City 
#8        Lewis  town 


LEGAL  REFERENCES 


The  statutes  relating  to  the  operations  of  the 
Electrical  Board  are,  for  the  roost  part,  contained  in 
the  following  sections  of  the  1947  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana. 


Title  66  Chapter  28 
Title  69    Chapter  21 

Title  82A  Chapter  12 

Title  82A  Chapter  16 


Electrical  Safety  Act 

Statewide  Building  Construction 
Standards 

Department  of  Law  Enforcement  & 
Public  Safety 

Department  of  Professional  & 
Occupational  Licensing 


The  Executive  Reorganization  Act  of  1971,  transferred  the 
State  Electrical  Board,  renamed  the  Board  of  Electricians,  to 
the  new  Department  of  Professional  and  Occupational  Licensing 
for  administrative  purposes  only,  except  the  functions  of 
making  inspections  of  electrical  installations,  issuing  tags 
and  charging  fees,  or  establishing  an  electrical  code,  was 
transferred  to  new  Department  of  Law  Enforcement  and  Public 
Safety.    These  departments  were  not  activated  before  July  1,  1972, 
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KKINUrAL  bOALS 


The  goal  of  the  Electrical  Board  is  to  protect 
the  people  and  property  in  Montana  from  the  danger 
of  electrically  caused  hazards. 


— 

MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
—————— — _ _____ _________________ 


INSPECTION  DISTRICTS 

Continued  reduction  of  square  mile  area  in  inspection 
districts  and  formation  of  additional  districts.  This 
reduction  has  provided  a  more  efficient  and  faster 
inspection,  resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
inspections  completed. 


CODE  ENFORCEMENT 

Stricter  enforcement  of  basic  electrical  safety  standards, 
providing  and  distributing  educational  materials  to 
inspectors  and  other  interested  parties,  and  making  the 
public  aware  of  hazards  in  improperly  installed  electrical 
installations. 


LICENSE  ENFORCEMENT 

Closer  check  by  the  inspectors  in  the  field,  resulted 
in  a  decline  of  the  number  of  unqualified  persons 
making  electrical  installations. 


RECOMMENDATION 


COMBINE  ELECTRICAL  LICENSING  AND  INSPECTION  OF 
ELECTRICAL  INSTALLATIONS  IN  SAME  DEPARTMENT  BY 
LEGISLATIVE  ACTION  AS  NECESSARY 


DESCRIPTION 


The  Executive  Reorganization  Act  of  1971  divided  the 
functions  of  the  licensing  electricians  and  enforcement 
thereof,  and  the  inspection  of  electrical  installations 
between  the  Department  of  Professional  &  Occupational 
Licensing  and  the  Department  of  Law  Enforcement  &  Public 
Safety,  respectfully. 

It  has  been  the  duty  of  the  field  inspectors  while 
inspecting  electrical  installations  for  compliance  with 
safety  standards,  to  also  check  that  persons  making  the 
electrical  installations  are  properly  licensed. 

Because  of  the  closeness  of  these  two  functions,  inspection 
of  installations  and  inspecting  for  proper  licensing,  it  is 
in  the  best  interest  of  safety,  enforcement,  efficiency  and 
cost,  and  to  eliminate  overlapping  and  duplication  of  effort, 
it  is  recommended  that  licensing  and  installation  inspection 
be  maintained  in  one  department. 

The  purpose  of  the  Electrical  Safety  Act,  Title  66,  Chapter 
28,  R.C.M.  1947,  is  public  safety.     In  grouping  agencies, 
according  to  function,  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  the 
Electrical  Board  and  its  functions,  be  transferred  to  only 
department. 
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PROGRAM  DESCRIPTION 


PROGRAM      -      Licensing  and  Regulation 


To  protect  the  people  and  property  in  Montana  from  the  danger  of 
electrically  caused  hazards. 


OBJECTIVES 

Assume  that  all  persons  or  firms  making  electrical  installations 
are  qualified  by  experience  and  examination  and  are  licensed. 

Enforce  the  Electrical  Safety  Law  and  inspect  electrical  installations 
for  compliance  with  nationally  recognized  safety  standards. 


ACHIEVEMENTS 

Reduction  of  area  in  inspection  districts.     The  formation  of 
additional  districts.     Continued  enforcement  of  electrical  safety 
codes  and  licensing  provisions,  has  resulted  in  an  11%  growth 
in  the  number  of  inspections.     An  increase  in  the  number  of 
applicants  for  examination  and  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
installations  performed  by  unlicensed  persons  has  resulted. 


PERFORMANCE  INDICATORS 

FACTOR                                               FY  1970-71  FY  1971-72 
Licenses 

Master  electrician                              679  688 

Journeyman  electrician                       6  83  752 

Electrical  contractor                        352  365 

T7T4-  I80T 

Examinations                                              76  109 

Inspections  Performed                           59  81  6725 

Number  Inspection  Districts                    10  11 

Number  Field  Inspectors                              9  11 


Revenue 

Licensing  54,759  57,240 

Inspection  48,033  53,568 

Total  Revenue  102,792  110,8o8 
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PROGRAM  COST  SUMMARY 


Licensing  &  Regulation 


FY  1971-72 

113,312 
********** 


FY  1970-71 

97,594 
********** 


Increase 

(Decrease) 

15,916 
********** 


Personal  Services 
Operating  Expenses 
Capital  Equipment 
Grants  &  Benefits 

Total  by  Category 


81,218 
30,414 
1,671 
209 
113,512 


70,615 
26,770 
105 
104 
97,594 


10,603*1 
3,644*2 
1,566*3 
105* 

15,918 


FUNDING 

Earmarked  Revenue 


113,512 


97,  594 


15,918 


t.     Increase  in  number  of  field  inspectors  and  normal  increase  in  cost 
of  personal  services. 

2.     Increase  in  number  of  miles  traveled  by  inspectors,  increase  in 
postal  rates  and  normal  increase. 


3.     Purchasing  additional  office  equipment  for  use  by  Department  of 
Professional  &  Occupational  Licensing. 


